








Water Cycle Key Vocabulary

Evaporation To turn liquid into gas. 

Condensation

Small drops of water which form 

when water vapour or steam 

touches a cold surface, such as 

windows. 

Precipitation

Rain, snow, sleet, dew etc. that is 

formed by condensation of water 

vapour in the atmosphere.

Runoff
Rain in excess of the amount 

absorbed by the ground. 

Transpiration
Evaporation of water from a 

plant’s leaves, stem or flowers.

Absorb To soak up or take in.

Atmosphere
The layer of air or other gases 

around a planet.

Gas

A form of matter that is neither 

liquid nor solid. A gas rapidly 

spreads out when it is warmed 

and contracts when it is cooled.

Liquid
In a form that flows easily and is 

neither a solid nor a gas. 

Groundwater

Water that is found under the 

ground. Groundwater has usually 

passed down through the soil 

and become trapped by rocks. 

Water 

vapour

Water in the gaseous state, 

especially when due to 

evaporation at a temperature 

below the boiling point. 

Meander
A meander is a winding curve or 

bend in a river. 

Rivers Key Vocabulary 

Channel The course in the ground that a

river or water flows through.

Dam A barrier built to hold back 

water.
Deposition/

Deposit

When rocks and other materials

that have been eroded are 

dropped off further along the 

river.
Erosion Rocks and other river materials 

are

picked up by the water and 

moved to another place along 

the river.
Mouth The point where a river joins the 

sea.

Source The place where a river begins.

Tributaries Rivers that join up with

another river.

Valley A long ditch in the earth’s

surface between ranges of hills

or mountains.
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The Upper

Course 

Rain falling on high ground

collects in channels and flows

downwards forming a stream.

Streams run downhill and join

other streams, increasing in

size and speed, forming a river.

The river here flows quickly

and the channel has steep 

sides and runs through valleys.

Features include - waterfalls

and rapids.

The Middle 

Course

Fast flowing water causes

erosion making the river

deeper and wider.

Features include - meanders.

The Lower 

Course

Rivers flow with less force due 

to being on flat land. The river 

deposits the eroded material 

that it has carried.

Riverbanks have shallower 

sides. Features include -

floodplains, deltas and 

estuaries.

Important rivers
The River 

Avon

Important towns along the river 

include Rugby, Royal 

Leamington Spa, Warwick, 

Stratford-upon-Avon, and 

Evesham..
The 

Amazon 

River

The Amazon River in South 

America is the largest river by 

volume of water in the world.

The River 

Nile

The longest river in the world. 

Located in Africa. Flows 

through 11 countries, including 

Egypt.




